Our Environment
Sustainable Materials 2017 – Our Environment – Ocean Cleanup

In 2015 the Circle of Good was developed as a positioning for our Specific brand of pet food. The Circle
of Good includes a commitment to contribute up to 5% of its profits to environmental causes, in
particular marine sustainability. The underlying principle of the Circle of Good is that Specific uses the
finest ingredients, foremost amongst these being fish, to create products that deliver genuine health
benefits for pets. This creates products that veterinarians are proud to recommend and from which
owners see the benefits in their healthy pets. Reinvesting a proportion of the profits into the
environment that provides these ingredients supports the process and completes a Circle of Good.
A range of activities have been supported by the Circle of Good initiative including WWF – Baltic Sea
in Scandinavia; North Sea Foundation in the Netherlands and Belgium with a beach clean-up tour; The
Finnish Association for Nature Conservation; WWF Club PME in France; The Sustainable Seas
Foundation in Sweden and Keep Sweden Tidy Foundation; and beach clean-ups with the Marine
Conservation Society in the UK.
In 2017 The Ocean Cleanup (TOC) was added to the initiatives supported by Specific. TOC is an
imaginative, international and ambitious scheme offering a potential solution to what was previously
seen as an intractable problem, that is the removal of millions of tons of plastic from the world's
oceans, which damage ecosystems and enter food chains. To clean this up using vessels and nets will
cost billions of dollars and take thousands of years to complete. TOC aims to use the natural ocean
currents and winds, developing a network of floating U-shaped screens that catch and channel the
plastic to a central point where it can be removed from the ocean and shipped to shore for recycling.
Computer models predict that TOC will be able to remove 50% of the plastic waste in the Pacific in
just five years.
Going forward, Specific is looking to source all of its fish from accredited sustainable sources; it already
has this for the majority of its fish oil and packaging is also under review to reduce material weight.
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